The appointed

Feasts of the Lord

Authors Linda Joubert &Peter Grobler
26 March 2022
Cover design by Jan Lill & Linda Joubert
Published by Dave Knott-Craig,
Printed by Dave Knott-Craig, Kasey print
Cape Town, South Africa
Copyright
https://fierce-thebook.co.za/looking-deeper-daily-readings/

The appointed

Feasts of the Lord
“These are the feasts of the Lord, holy convocations which you shall proclaim at their
appointed times.”
(Leviticus 23:4)
Firstly, these are the feasts of THE LORD. Not Jewish feasts.
Secondly, the word feasts or moadim (Strong’s H4150) means ‘appointments or specific
meeting times.’ It comes from the root word, ya’ad and means ‘to summon, betroth, (to
become engaged) fix upon (a date or time.)’
It’s the same word used in Genesis 1:14, “Then God said, “Let there be lights in the
firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them serve as
signs to mark the seasons (moadim – the appointments, special meeting times) and for
days and years…”
From creation, God set up ways to remind us of these divine meeting times.
He WILL show up at these appointments – Will we?

But it’s not really my culture… so do the feasts apply to me?
YES. In Ephesians 2:12-13, Paul tells the Gentile believers that they are no longer
strangers to the covenants and promises that Yahweh gave to the Israelites. The covenant
He made at Sinai cannot EVER be revoked and the feasts are part of that covenant.
When we were saved, our citizenship changed. We are now part of the house of Israel,
Yahweh’s children and heirs to His kingdom. (Ephesians 2:19-20)
Why did the Father find it necessary to create the feasts?
They point to His eternal plan for mankind and remind us of what he has done – is doing and will still do - for us through His son.
7 times in the year – through His feasts - we have an opportunity to focus on a specific facet
of the precious gemstone that is Yahweh.
But more importantly, they serve as rehearsals.
The word ‘convocations’ is miqra (Strong’s H4744) and means an ‘assembly, a calling’ but
also ‘a rehearsal.’
The feasts are rehearsals – Passover, Unleavened bread, first fruits and Pentecost were
rehearsals for Jesus’ first coming.
The last 3 feasts - Trumpets, Atonement and Tabernacles will be fulfilled at His second
coming.

There was once an orphaned boy who had been lost to his parents when an invading army
had swept through his village. All he owned were the clothes on his back and one side of a
locket his parents had given him when he was a baby.
Over the years he tried to find the other half of that locket. He visited every market and second
hand jeweler hoping to find a clue to his family.
He moved from village to village until one day he stopped to ask a man for directions. He
noticed the man was also wearing only one side of a locket. He began to reach out to see if the
locket matched his own when the man caught his hand and said, “Son, I have been looking for
you… Come home. You have other brothers and sisters now. You are part of the family.”
The father took him home and introduced him to his siblings. The boy knew he was loved and
accepted but over time - he couldn’t help but feel a little left out when his new family talked or
laughed about all their memories together.
He was especially interested in his parents and asked his brothers to tell him more about
them. They spent some evenings showing him the family photographs and sharing stories. As
this new son sat and listened he began to get to know his new family and their history. He
realized he had a heritage - he had begun to see who he was and where he fitted in.
Yahweh’s feasts are the photographs he uses to teach us about Himself, about our heritage
and about who we are in Christ.
Throughout scripture, God uses SHADOWS to represent things of SUBSTANCE. It’s a copy of
someone or something real. If you see my shadow, I can guarantee that the REAL me is
nearby.
The feasts of the Lord are a SHADOW. Christ is the SUBSTANCE.

Through the lenses of the feasts, we see Yahweh’s great plan of redemption played out.
As we celebrate them, our focus must be on our Messiah – not on the traditions of men.
“Let no one judge you by what you eat or drink, or regarding a festival, a New Moon
or a Sabbath – which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.”
(Colossians 2:16-17)

The Passover
Let’s take a closer look at what the Passover was really all about.

Jesus as the lamb….
The lamb

“On the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb, one for each
household… Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month…”
(Exodus 12:3,6)
Why did they have to take the lamb into their household and watch it, look after it, keep it
alive - live with it for 4 whole days before killing it?
Because they would then realize that an innocent young animal had to die as a substitute
for the family. When they looked into its eyes and took its life, they would feel the full
gravity of their action – they would understand the cost of the sacrifice.
“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your
ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”
(1 Peter 1:18-20)

The covenant

God instructs the Israelites in Exodus 12:43-51 that no one may partake of the Passover
meal who has not been circumcised. i.e. who is not in a covenant relationship with God.
What covenant?
In Genesis 15, God made a covenant with Abraham and all his descendants.
(We are ‘the descendants.’)
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:28-29)
And the sign of this covenant is circumcision.
“Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.”
(Deuteronomy 10:16)

The feast
God says 3 times in Exodus 12 we are to keep the Passover and the feast of unleavened
bread. It is GOD’S feast. (Not man’s feast, or a Jewish tradition.)
(Numbers 9:12, Leviticus 23, Deuteronomy 16:1, Mathew 14:12, Luke 22)

“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord - a lasting ordinance.” (Exodus 12:14)
The Passover meal is the start of a 7-day feast where no unleavened bread is to be eaten –
no yeast is to be even found in the house.
(Yeast represents sin which spreads to every part of our hearts if we’re not careful.)
Once a year we are instructed to consciously and purposely go through our houses, our
lives, our hearts and expose sin in the light of Christ’s righteousness – because it was on
that day that the blood of the innocent lamb of God was the atonement - the payment for
sin and everlasting death.
So we are instructed in 1 Corinthians 5:7 to “get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be
a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been
sacrificed.”

Hyssop?

“Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the
blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe.” (Exodus 12:22)
Hyssopus officinalis or hyssop belongs to the mint family and has cleansing, medicinal, and
flavouring properties – which were extensively used in bible times.
All through scripture, hyssop is used as a symbol for spiritual purity and cleanliness:

In Leviticus 14:1-7- to ceremonially cleanse a person that had been sent out the
camp with skin disease.

In Exodus 12:22 (above) - to signify that God was marking His people as ‘pure’ and
not targets of the judgment God was about to deal out to the Egyptians.

In Psalm 51 - David writes regarding his sin, “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will
be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.”

In John 19:28–30, the Roman soldiers offered Jesus a drink of wine vinegar on a
sponge at the end of a stalk of hyssop. It was Jesus’ last act before He declared His
work on earth was finished and gave up His spirit. The hyssop stalk may have been
purely practical (i.e. long enough to reach Jesus’ mouth as He hung on the cross), but
I think God meant this as a picture of purification, as Jesus bought our forgiveness
with His sacrifice.

The10th day

“… on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb…” (Exodus 12:3)

In Egypt, the lambs for the Passover were selected on the 10th day of Nissan.

On the 10th day of Nissan about 40 years after the exodus, Joshua – leading the
Israelites - crossed the Jordan River and entered the Promised Land.

On the 10th day of Nissan about 1400 years later, Jesus crossed the Jordan River at
the same place – near Jericho – on his way to Jerusalem to die on the cross and thus
open up the way for us to enter eternal life with the Father.



All the lambs especially bred for the feast of Passover came from Bethlehem. They
were chosen on the 10th day and led into Jerusalem. Jesus – born in Bethlehem –
entered Jerusalem as the Lamb of God.

The 14th day
“The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect… Take care of them
until the fourteenth day of the month.” (Exodus 12:5-6)

For 4 days, the lamb was to be inspected for any blemish that might disqualify it as
the sacrificial lamb without defect.

From the 10th to the 14th Jesus openly taught in the temple where the religious
leaders questioned him and tried to trick him - but they could find no fault in Him.
(John 19:4, 6, 1 Peter 1:18-20)
What does, ‘He was a lamb without blemish’ mean?
It means, He was without sin.
What, exactly is sin?
Sin is lawlessness. “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.”
(1 John 3:4)
Breaks what law? The Law of God given to Moses on Mount Sinai and written on our hearts.
Jesus says in John 14:15, “If you love me, keep my commands.”

The telling…

“And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, “This (Passover) is done because of
what the Lord did for me when I came up from Egypt.” It shall be as a sign to you on
your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the Lord’s law may be in your
mouth; for with a strong hand the Lord has brought you out of Egypt.”
(Exodus 13:8-9)
Later generations of the Israelites, who had not been part of the Exodus, were to say: “This
is what the Lord did for me!” The parents had come out of Egypt and the future
generations were to stand on their shoulders and personalise their exodus because God
was not only busy with the generation rescued - but with all those who came after.
God is timeless. Being busy with Israel meant He was busy with me.
Notice how personal it is. It shall be a sign on your hand! The word ‘sign’ is a ‘flag, beacon,
movement, evidence.’ I am to take the exodus and make it as my own.
Remember that the sign on your hand and between your eyes is symbolic language. It
means that all that you THINK and all that you DO should reflect the truth of Yahweh
leading His people (and you and me) out of Egypt. (Captivity.)
I am to take His Law in my mouth - His precepts, statutes should be part of my speaking,
the very sound I make.
God rescued a community. He is involved with all that makes for community - fathers,
mothers, grandfathers, uncles, aunts. I am not an island but part of a people. My God is also

the God of Greg Grobler, my Dad’s dad, all the way back to father Abraham in whose faith I
also walk.
It MUST be personal or its reality will fade. If it is real for me I will speak it and write it and
learn it and bind myself to it - and the ‘it’ is my faith, my walk, my spiritual inheritance. We
are called to who He is.

Understanding the BIG picture
God led His people Israel out of slavery in Egypt and brought them to Sinai to make a
covenant with them (like a marriage) which they agreed to enter into.
They would walk with Him in His ways - as we were designed to do. (This is when we
function most optimally as humans.)
“Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to
all I command you, that it may go well with you.” (Jeremiah 7:23)
They were to do this so that the nations might see the glory of the living God.
“He said to me, “I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6)
Think of Israel as the actors on a stage – telling the ONLY story that matters. And the ONLY
reason we, the audience know about God and His plan to save mankind is by watching and
listening to the story played out in front of us.

But Israel broke the covenant and kept going after other gods. In the marriage agreement,
God had stipulated what would happen if either party broke the vows.

So as per the covenant – when she rebelled, there were consequences that grew in intensity
culminating in them being thrown out the land for a time.
This action would hopefully jolt them back into a realization of their covenant with Him
and the benefits of walking in His ways.
The REASON for these consequences is that God wants to prevent Israel’s headlong spiral
into destruction. He longs for her to turn around and come back to Him. So, out of intense
love He “…blocks her path with thorn bushes;
I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way. She will chase after her lovers but
not catch them; she will look for them but not find them.
Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better
off than now.’
(Hosea 2:6-7)
Many individuals DID come to faith – but the nation generally continues in its rebellion.
God has sent prophets.
God has sent His son to urge them back to Him but they remain hardened.
God called in the Gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy.
“Again I ask: Did they (Israel) stumble so as to fall beyond recovery?
Not at all!
Rather, because of their (Israel’s) transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to
make Israel envious.” (Romans 11:11)
1948 - Yahweh brought Israel miraculously back to the land and kept them safe despite
every country around them trying to wipe them off the map. He has made their land bloom,
their economy rock solid (even more so now that rich oil deposits have been found in
Israel) and they have become the 7th most militarily powerful country in the world.
But still their hearts are hard towards Him.
So He will try one last time to reach them.
Because God is just, their sin can’t go unpunished – but through the chastisement they
might wake up and call on the name of the Lord again.
In fact, this unprecedented time of trouble is specifically designed for Israel’s salvation.
“I will return again to My place (After he has collected His church in the rapture)
Till they (Israel) acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face;
In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.”
(Hosea 5:15 quoted by Paul in Acts 2 17-21)
(See also Isaiah 65:17-25, Joel 2:1-32, Romans 11:25-33, Revelation 14)
“When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from the
countries of their enemies, I will be proved holy through them in the sight of many
nations.” (Ezekiel 39:27)
“He who scattered Israel will gather them
and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.” (Jeremiah 31:10)

The 7 years of wrath is all about Israel.
(Remember all those who follow the Messiah, you and me – have been raptured already.
(2 Peter 2:9-10, Hebrews 9:28, Isaiah 26:20, Revelation 3:10, 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11,
2 Thessalonians 2:7-8)
The unbelievers both Gentile and Jew who are left on the earth during the Judgement of
God – will be under immense pressure one last time in the attempt to get them to return to
Him and be saved.
God has chosen Israel – to tell the ONLY story that matters. And the ONLY reason we, the
audience know about God and His plan to save mankind is by watching and listening to the
story played out in front of us.

What has this got to do with the Passover?
Jesus will once again save His people from bondage - this time from Satan’s world-wide
domination of evil. The one-world order.
An ‘Egypt/Exodus’ scenario on steroids. He has bought this freedom with His blood and
when He comes again it will not be as the Passover lamb but as the warrior King leading
His armies to claim His awaited victory.
And as we reign with Him in the Millennial kingdom (Revelation 5:10) we will celebrate
Passover again (Ezekiel 45:37) – but this time looking BACK at the cross. Revelation 4:6
describes Jesus in heaven looking like a lamb that was slain. The Messiah’s glorious
insertion into this planets time-line to save us from the ravages of Satan’s will for all mankind – death - will NEVER be forgotten. EVER. Jesus IS and always WILL BE the lamb that
was slain as payment for our sin debt.

Jesus as the Bridegroom…
Because the disciples were Galileans, Jesus used their wedding traditions as pictures to
help them understand what the Passover was ACTUALLY about.

The betrothal/engagement was a legally binding contract that showed the couple
were officially married. (Although the consummation of the marriage would only
take place about a year later.)
This contract was made under a covering or huppah. (canopy.) It symbolized the
glory of God coming down on Mount Sinai at the first marriage covenant between
God and His people in Exodus19.


The bride price was paid – an amount towards her dowry and her security - if
something happened to the groom. This meant her future was secured.



Next, the Groom would drink from a cup of
wine, offering her marriage. She too would
drink from the same cup. Once she was
finished, the covenant would be sealed and
they would be considered legally married. The
Groom would tell the Bride, “You are now
consecrated to me, by the Law of Moses and I
shall not drink from the fruit of the vine, until I
drink it with you, in my Father’s house.”
The couple would break bread together - the
groom symbolically saying that he has broken
himself in 2… so that what is in YOU is also in
ME. We are no longer two, but ONE body now.



Now that the betrothal was sealed, the groom would return to His Father’s house for
about a year - to PERSONALLY build on an extra room for the two of them.
The bride would be busy with wedding preparation. Then when the waiting period
was almost over, she would make sure to be ready - because no one knew exactly
when the groom would arrive. (Including the groom.)



Traditionally, only the Father would know. Once all the preparations were made, he
would wake his son and send him off to claim his bride. This happened in the middle
of the night. The groom would blow his shofar to wake up the town’s people who
were also anticipating the event. They would meet outside the groom’s home and be
part of the wedding procession to fetch the bride.



When the bridesmaids heard the shofar, they would have to make sure they had
enough oil in their lamps - not only to get the bride organized - but for the walk back
to the groom’s house.



The bride would be waiting for her groom. He would lead her to a type of chair (or
palanquin) that would be lifted up by the groom’s men. This was called ‘flying the
bride’ to the wedding.



The bride, groom and all the guests would arrive and the 7-day wedding celebration
would begin. The door to the house would be shut and any late comers would be
barred from the feast.

The greatest love story…

The disciples celebrating the Passover meal with Jesus realized they were in the middle of a
wedding story:

They would eventually realize they had been bought for a price. Their future was
secure; (1 Corinthians 6:20)


Jesus had broken his body (the bread) in two and given it to His disciples saying that
“what is in ME is also now in YOU. We are one. You are mine now and I WILL come
back for you.”
“And he took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
them saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me. And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:19-20)
He also told them, “I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until
that day when I drink it anew with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
(Matthew 26:29)



They began to see that Jesus was the groom that would be leaving them.
“Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is
with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them;
then they will fast.” (Mathew 9:15)



He was going to prepare a place for them. “In my Father's house are many rooms.
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?”
(John 14:2)



He would come and take them to where He was. (Not the other way round.) “And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:3)



While the groom was away, the bride (the church) was to prepare herself, remain
vigilant (against other idols, worldly things that would lead her astray) until He
came back to fetch her. Through the parable of the 10 virgins, they understood that
they too, were to always be ready. “Watch therefore, for you know neither the
day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” (Mathew 25:1-13)



Jesus can’t wait to come back for us!
“And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in
the kingdom of God.” (Luke 22:15-16)



The disciples had previously asked Jesus how the end of the age would come and
what the signs would be. Here, He tells them, “But of that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” (Mathew 24:26)



Just as in a Galilean wedding, the bride is ‘caught up’ in the chair to meet her groom,
the church too will be ‘caught up’ to meet Jesus in the air. (The rapture.)
(‘Caught up’ is Harpazo in Greek and means ‘to seize, claim for one’s self eagerly, to
snatch out or away.’)

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a loud command, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will be the first
to rise. After that, we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be with the Lord.
Therefore, encourage one another with these words.…”
(I Thessalonians 4:16-18)

The Passover - practically speaking….
Days
End of March/beginning of April.
“The Lord’s Passover begins at twilight on the 14 th day of the 1st month.”
(Leviticus 23:4-8)

Theme (Shadow)
Yahweh freed the Israelites, delivered them from Pharaoh’s power, redeemed them
through the sacrifice of an innocent lamb - (it’s blood on the door frames) - and sanctified
them to walk in His ways.
“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under
the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.
(Exodus 6:6)

Fulfilment (Substance)
By using marriage imagery, Jesus said, in effect, "I love you as my bride, so I'll pay the bride
price. I'll give up my life for you and go my Father's house to prepare a place for you. And
one day I will return and take you to be with me forever."
Writing to the Corinthians, Paul also used the bridegroom imagery.
"You are not your own; you were bought at a price" (1 Corinthians 6:19) His words
reminded Jesus' believers that they were his brides-to-be, waiting for the day when he
would return and take them home.
“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
… For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” (Colossians 1:13-23)

What does celebrating Passover look like?
It’s an evening meal celebrated with family and/or friends.
It’s a re-telling of the Exodus story using ‘show and tell’ to bring it alive.
It’s talking about how Jesus became the fulfilment of the Passover and how we will one day
look back with such deep thankfulness as we reign with Him in the millennial kingdom.
The children traditionally get involved by asking questions like, ‘Why do we eat bitter
herbs? Why do we eat unleavened bread? What has this got to do with a wedding? Who’s
getting engaged to who?’ Etc.
We sing a song or two and pray.

Biblically …. What do I need?




Unleavened bread or matzos. (We like to make our own – with stripes and ‘holes’ to
remind us that “He was pierced for our transgression …and by His stripes we
are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)
The bread was without leaven. Biblically, leaven represents sin and Jesus was
without sin.





Bitter herbs. (Use something like horse-radish. Ugh!)
A candle or Menorah.
Wine / grape juice.

Traditionally….
There are some meaningful traditions (not scripture) that have been passed down and that
fill in the picture of the Passover. But our focus is on Jesus. Remember Israel as a whole has
not accepted Jesus as the Messiah that came – so THEIR focus is on tradition.

A clean cloth

A lamb bone – representing the sacrifice.

A mixture of nuts, grated apple, raisons, spice and honey called charoset.

Parsley or other greens.

Salt water.

What do I do?
God would have each of us celebrate His feast in a way that
helps us keep the main point the MAIN POINT. (Which is the
fact that Jesus bought us for a price - from everlasting
‘lostness’ and death - through His sacrifice.) Be creative and
interactive as you honor Him. (This is OUR way of keeping
Passover which you are welcome to follow.)


Set the table for the meal - including all the above items. Light the candles.



Break bread and drink the wine - Holding all the hundreds of scriptures, the
shadows, the imagery, the plan of salvation for all mankind since the beginning of
the world - all this we hold in our hands as we remember that THIS is His body
broken for us… (Mathew 26:26)
“Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink from
this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father’s kingdom.” (Mathew 26:27-29)



The tradition of the Afikomen is very precious –where the father of the house takes 3
pieces of bread/matzo. He would choose the middle piece of the 3 – then break that
middle piece in half.

The FIRST HALF of the middle piece (the afikomen)– was shared amongst all the guests.
“This is my body broken for you.” (Luke 22:19)
The father would pray, “Blessed are you, king of the universe for giving us bread from the
wheat.”

The SECOND HALF was wrapped in a cloth and hidden somewhere nearby. After the meal the children would find the hidden bread, bring it to father who would ‘redeem’ it by
buying it back from the children for some coins or sweets.
(Are you having a light-bulb moment yet? Can you see the substance behind the shadow?)
The tradition of the afikomen started long before Jesus walked the earth. That blows my
mind. The Jews were unknowingly acting out the whole story before it happened:
The ‘bread of life’ (Jesus) wrapped in grave clothes, being found (rising) and His
redemption of mankind … but when He DID come - they just didn’t GET it.
(Today, the orthodox Jews still look for the Messiah to come – knowing that He would be
born in Bethlehem, come from Nazareth, lay down His life and rise in 3 days…
They celebrate the feasts but are blind to how Jesus has fulfilled them.)



Each one takes a piece of bread and dips it into the bitter herbs – remembering the
bitterness of sin and how grateful we are to be saved.
This Christian life of ours is not tough. It’s IMPOSSIBLE - Without Jesus the bread,
the sustainer of our very lives. (John 6:35, Hebrews 1:3, Colossians 1:17)



Each one dips another piece of bread into the sweet nut mixture (called charoset)
which represented the mortar the slaves used in their building.
But for us who believe - it is the anticipation of the sweet joy of being with our
bridegroom again - sharing the wedding supper of the lamb.



Each one dips some bread into the salt water –remembering the tears of the
Israelites. Realizing again the pain that our Father must feel at the rejection of so
much of man-kind. The Father’s heart is ALWAYS to lead the broken captives to
freedom and life.
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free…” (Luke 4:18)



The parsley is eaten – as the Israelites left Egypt in the spring.
We think of the 7-year Wrath of God that will usher in a millennium of spring
wonder under our King, Jesus.
(Isaiah 11:4, 65:20, Revelation 20)



Traditionally, 4 cups of wine are drunk during the evening – remembering the
mighty works Yahweh has done and will still do. (We do this at the first breaking of
bread, before the meal is eaten, before desert, at the end of the evening.)
“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and
I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.
I will free you from being slaves to them, and
I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.
I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. (Exodus 6:6)



The meal is eaten.



After the meal, the children look for the afikomen, unwrap it from the ‘grave clothes,’
(Jesus’ resurrection) and the bread is redeemed, paid for.



End the evening with desert and a song.

Useful Scriptures to read
Exodus 12, 1 Corinthians 5:7-8, Hebrews 11:24-28, Mathew 26:17-30,
Psalm 113-118.

Unleavened Bread
Days
It starts on the night of Passover and lasts for 7 days.
“For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the
yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day
through the seventh must be cut off from Israel… Eat nothing made with yeast.
Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.” (Exodus 12:15-20)

Theme (Shadow)
Only food without leaven (yeast) can be eaten for 7 days. Biblically, yeast represents sin.
(Just as yeast spreads and puffs up the dough – sin can spread through our lives puffing us
up with pride. We begin to think of ourselves as more important than Yahweh. Pride was
the sin that caused Satan to fall.)

Fulfilment (Substance)
Christ is without sin, His body broken for us. The perfect, unblemished lamb.
“Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really
are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
(1 Corinthians 5:7-8)

What does the feast of un-leavened bread look like?
Traditionally, just before Passover everyone would go through their homes and remove
anything with leaven in it. The father of the house would symbolically shine a light into
every dark corner to check that all bread had been removed.
(Just as Yahweh shines His light into our hearts to illuminate sin so that we can remove it
from our lives.)
Then all would gather outside to burn the last of the yeast foods before Passover begins.
The father would pray, “Blessed are You, King of the Universe, who has made us holy
by mitzvoth (commandments) and instructed us concerning the burning of the Yeast.”

What do I do?



We normally remove all the bread and biscuits etc. from the house.
The first and the seventh day is a Sabbath. (No work.)



One doesn’t realise how many of our foods are made with yeast! And so it becomes
quite a challenge and a lot of fun avoiding all these foods for a WHOLE WEEK.
(Bread, cakes, puddings, sauces etc.)
As we are bombarded daily with self-rising flour, we realize how often we are
confronted with sin in our lives. And a choice.

Yahweh has wired us to learn from experience. By DOING the feasts, Yahweh’s Word comes
alive. All His instructions unlock depths of understanding and we find precious gems about
His character, His love for us and His eternal plan for our lives.

Useful Scriptures to read
Exodus 12:15-20, Leviticus 23:6-8, 1 Corinthians 5:7-8.

First fruits
Days
First Fruits is always the first Sunday (the 1st day of the week) after Passover. Sometimes it
falls one day after Passover and sometime five or six days after.
According to the scholars, the year Jesus BECAME the Passover lamb, the Sunday just
happened to be 3 exact days and nights after His crusifixion – as was prophesied.
(Mathew 12:40)
Jesus was crusified on a Thursday and taken down from the cross before the beginning of
the Passover that evening in accordance with scripture.
“If someone guilty of a capital offense is put to death and their body is exposed on a
pole, you must not leave the body hanging on the pole overnight.
Be sure to bury it that same day, because anyone who is hung on a pole is under
God’s curse. You must not desecrate the land the LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance” (Deuteronomy 21:22-23)
In the year of His death, Jesus was in the grave for 3 days and rose on the day after the
Sabbath. (Which would have been our Sunday.)
Biblically, the feast of First fruits is linked to the harvest. NOT the crusifixion.
“When you enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the
priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest.” (Leviticus 23:10-11)

Theme (Shadow)
The first crops of the year would ripen over Passover time. Before they could be harvested,
they were to bring the first fruits – a tithe of the whole harvest – to Yahweh in thanksgiving
for His bounty and care.
“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the
dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made
alive. (In the blink of an eye … at the rapture…)
… But each in turn: Christ, the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to
him. Then (after that) the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the
Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.”
(1 Corinthians 15:20-24)

Fulfilment (Substance)
A ‘sheaf’ in the bible is used to illustrate a person (Joseph’s dream in Genesis 37:5-11)

Three days after His death, Jesus rose – on the feast of First Fruits – to appear before His
Father in the heavenly tabernacle. The sheaf, (Jesus) was reaped from the earth and waved
before Yahweh representing the first of a great harvest of souls through His resurrection
from the dead.
Because HE rose from the dead – “… WE will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52)
The feast of First fruits is all about the gift Jesus has lavished on His beloved bride – the gift
of being changed from a mortal state to glorious immortality and eternal life with a Holy God.
“For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep (died) in him.
According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until
the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep(died).
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first.
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore, encourage one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18)

What does the feast of First fruits look like?




It’s a Sabbath. (No work.)
We rest, pray, sometimes we listen to sermons, meet with other believers…
We celebrate Jesus - the first fruits – “For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, (which will happen in a
twinkling of an eye…) that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and
sisters.” (Romans 8:29)

What do I do?






With friends and family, we enjoy a sumptuous meal – lots of fresh fruit and
vegetables.
We rejoice over the GIFT of one day being changed into His likeness;
We eagerly look forward and imagine what it will be like to see Jesus face to face, we
talk about what it will mean to know and finally be fully known, to be safe at last –
free from the bondage, the cruelty and the destruction of a sin nature.
We take this time to purposefully FIX our eyes on what is to come – knowing that
this life on earth is not our home. (Hebrews 13:14)



“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. For the joy
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)
We begin the counting of the Omer – the 50-day countdown to Pentecost from the
1st Sunday (the 1st day ot the week) after Passover.

Useful Scriptures to read
Leviticus 23:9-14, John 2:9-22, Mathew 27:63, Philippians 3:10-11, 1 Corinthians
15:20

Pentecost (Shavuot)
Days
Pentecost, (also called Shavuot or Feast of Weeks) is celebrated 50 days after First Fruits.
(Usually sometime in May.)

Theme (Shadow)
The giving of the Torah on Mt Sinai.
What is the Torah?
It is the first 5 books of the bible, the covenant document – the Jews call it the marriage
covenant - between Yahweh and His people.
It’s also a celebration of the wheat harvest.

Fulfilment (Substance)

After Jesus had ascended to heaven, Jerusalem began to fill with people for the feast of
Shavuot – one of the 3 main feasts Israel celebrated together.
“Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place
he will choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the
Festival of Tabernacles.” (Deuteronomy 16:16)
The disciples also met together for the feast - but while all the Jews were celebrating the
SHADOW, (the coming of the Law/Torah) Yahweh brought about the SUBSTANCE that was
so much more powerful.
The SUBSTANCE was His OWN Holy Spirit.
“But you know him, (the Spirit) for he lives with you and will be in you. I (Jesus) will not
leave you as orphans; I (Jesus) will come to you. (John 14:15-19)
The Spirit of truth IS Jesus. He is the Word (Torah) made flesh.
He betrothed us to Himself - He paid the bride price ensuring our future security - He marked
us as belonging to Him – a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance.
“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel
of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God’s possession - to the praise of his glory.”
(Ephesians 1:13-14)

What does Shavuot look like?
Shavuot is the start of the wheat harvest and the end of the barley harvest so 2 loaves of
bread (with yeast) are baked in thanksgiving to Yahweh for His blessing and provision.
(Leviticus 23:17)
Traditionally, the 2 loaves also represent the Jew and the Gentile being presented before the
Father and made into one new man through Christ’s death.
The theme of Pentecost is the love story between Christ and His church - so the story of Ruth
is always read. It’s where she (a gentile and a foreigner) meets Boaz of the tribe of Judah. He
redeems her and makes her his bride. King David and ultimately Jesus were their decedents.
(Ruth 4:18-22)
Jesus will also redeem us – His bride - from among the nations.

What do I do?




It’s a Sabbath. (No work.)
We share a special meal together with friends and family.
Traditionally, foods made with milk products are eaten. (Milt tarts, ice cream,
cheesecake etc.) This reminds us that just as a baby needs milk to grow, we need
to study Yahweh’s Word to grow - so we can become the kind of bride He wants
to share eternity with.

Useful Scriptures to read
Exodus 24:7, Leviticus 23:15-22, Jerimiah 2:1, 31:31, Psalm 119:11, 1 Peter2:1-2,
Hebrews 5:12-14, The book of Ruth.

Trumpets
The first 4 feasts were SHADOWS that became SUBSTANCE in Jesus’ FIRST coming - Death,
resurrection, ascension and the sending of His Holy Spirit.
The last 3 feasts prophetically point to the SUBSTANCE of His SECOND coming.

Days
The 1st day of the 7th month of the Hebrew calendar. (Usually mid-September.)

Theme (Shadow)
“Say to the Israelites: ‘On the first day of the seventh month you are to have a day of
Sabbath rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts.”
(Leviticus 23:24)
The word ‘blast’ is teruah in Hebrew and means ‘a blast of war, an alarm or a blast of joy.’
There were 2 trumpets made of silver. (Numbers 10:1-10)
They were used not just at the feast days, but to get people ready – ready to move, ready to
fight, or ready for something or someone special to come.
This was the SHADOW of the feast of Trumpets.

Fulfilment (Substance)
The SUBSTANCE is that the trumpet blasts will announce the return of Messiah, our
bridegroom who comes to collect His bride, the Church.
We believe that once the Church leaves - the anti-Christ will be revealed and the wrath of
God will be poured onto the earth for 7 years. (The ‘Restrainer’ in 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12

is the Holy Spirit –which lives inside all believers. If the restrainer is taken away, it means
we will be taken as well.)
“…For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
And so we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore, encourage one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)
(See also 1 Corinthians 15:50-52, Psalm 27:5, Isaiah 26:20-21, Malachi 3:16-17,
Revelation 3:10, 2 Peter 9:10, Hebrews 9:28)
The SUBSTANCE is that at that trumpet blast, all the believers who have died will be
resurrected.
“We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed - in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we will be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52)
But the SUBSTANCE is also that the trumpet blasts act as an alarm - a wake-up call urging
people to make right with Yahweh before it is too late.
We believe that we are already in the season of the feast of Trumpets.
Both the Jews and the Gentiles have been called as witnesses to Yahweh’s power and His
plan. The very nature of the church is to BE an alarm cry to the world – calling them to
repentance.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8, Isaiah 43:10)
“Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill.
Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming.
It is close at hand…” (Joel 2:1)

When will the final trumpet sound?
We don’t know - but while we wait for His coming, we need to ask ourselves:
What kind of a trumpet are we?
Our lives should send a clear blast - urging people to turn to Him.
“For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle?
(1 Corinthians 14:8)

What does the feast of Trumpets look like?
It’s both joyous and sad.
Joyous - as we look to Christ’s coming and our rapture.

Sad - as we realise that many refuse to acknowledge His invitation.

What do I do?





It’s a Sabbath. (No work.)
We meet together with family and friends and blow
shofars. It’s so encouraging to hear the shofar calls of
other families in the neighbourhood.
We share a meal together, read scripture and sing.

The 10 days of Awe
The next 10 days (10 days of Awe) are a time of introspection as we prepare our hearts to
meet Him. We ask Yahweh to show us any sin we need to repent of as we prepare for the
Feast of Atonement.
We quietly ask ourselves questions like:
What have I done that I shouldn’t have done?
What have I NOT done that I should have done?
Who has anything against me so I can make it right?
Do I need to forgive someone?

Prophetically
The 10 days of Awe represent the “time of distress such as has not happened from the
beginning of nations until then.” (Daniel 12:1)
Those left behind in the tribulation certainly deserve the penalty of judgement for rejecting
Jesus. Yet even through this judgement, Yahweh in His great mercy will send witnesses to
the earth to give His people one more chance to repent. In fact, this unprecedented time of
trouble is specifically designed for Israel’s salvation.
“I will return again to My place (After he has collected His church)
Till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face;
In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.”
(Hosea 5:15 quoted by Paul in Acts 2 17-21)

Useful Scriptures to read
Leviticus 23:23-25, Psalm 27, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, Daniel 12:1, Malachi 3:16-17,
Luke 10:20, Hebrews 12:22-23, Revelation 3:5, 13:8: 17:8, 21:27, 20:15.

Atonement
Days
On the tenth day of the 7th month on the Hebrew calendar. (Around the end of September.)
10 days after the Feast of Trumpets.

Theme (Shadow)
This is the most solemn day in our calendar.
It was on this day that 2 goats were brought to the temple.
The first goat’s blood atoned for Israel’s sin.
The second was the scape goat. All sins were symbolically placed on its head and it was
released into the wilderness to die. Only blood could stay Yahweh’s hand of judgement on a
people. It was on this day - only once a year - the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies
before Yahweh to seek forgiveness for the sins of Israel. (Hebrews 9:7)

Fulfilment (Substance)
Yeshua, Jesus became the blood sacrifice that keeps us from being judged for our sin. When
Yahweh looks at us, He sees only Jesus’ righteousness covering us. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
Jesus took on HIMSELF all the consequences of sin that were meant for US. Now we wear this
robe of righteousness that protects us from eternal death. It’s like being in a giant
‘righteousness bubble’ protected from a deadly virus.
“… we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have
a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart …”
(Hebrews 10:19-22)

Prophetically
I believe this will partially be fulfilled when Jesus comes to earth as conqueror with the
armies of heaven riding with Him - and His bride with Him too.

“They (the people following the anti-Christ) will wage war against the Lamb, but the
Lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and
with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.” (Revelation 17:14)
(See also 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13, Revelation 19:11-16)
The ultimate fulfilment will be at the great white throne judgement where sin will be dealt
with once and for all. (Revelation 20:11-15)
Someone once said…
“All those who are born once will die twice.
All those who are born twice (born again) will die once.”

What does it look like?
It is the only feast that is solemn. We are told to afflict ourselves and fast from sunset to
sunset.

What do I do?





It is a Sabbath. (No work.)
On the evening of the 9th day we light the candles, break bread (communion) and eat
a simple meal then begin the fast.
During the day, we spend time with the Lord in repentance and prayer for ourselves,
His people and for the nation of Israel.
On the evening of the 10th day, we break our fast with ‘communion’ and a simple
meal – with friends and family.

Useful Scriptures to read
Leviticus 23:26-32, Psalm 51 (Remember that the word for ‘salvation’ in Hebrew is
Yeshua.) Isaiah 58, Zechariah 12:10, Hebrews 9:7, 10:22, Luke 23:44-45, 1 John 2:1

Tabernacles
Days
The 15th day of the 7th month of the Hebrew calendar - 5 days after Atonement.
(Leviticus 23:33-36)
(Usually late September / beginning October.)
This greatest of all feasts was celebrated after harvesting the crops of the land.

Theme (Shadow)
It was a joyous feast after the season of repentance.

A tabernacle (temporary dwelling or booth) was built to remember the Lord’s
faithfulness, shelter and provision during the Exodus.

It was a 7-day-long feast celebrating the bountiful grain and fruit harvest.

A ‘water ceremony’ was held to pray for the next year’s rains and for Messiah to
come soon.

Candles on tall stands were made for the temple courts. The whole of Jerusalem was
lit up with so much light that it is said there were no shadows.

Fulfilment (Substance)





The tabernacle or booth reminds us that we are not citizens of this earth. Our time
here is temporary as we look forward to the eternal Promised Land.
We praise Abba Father for His continued provision in our lives.
He is - and will always be - the light of the world. (Revelation 22:5)
It was customary for the priests to fetch water from Solomon’s well and carry it up
Mount Zion to the altar. There they would splash it over the altar once thanking
Yahweh for the rain and praying that He would send rain for the next harvest. They
would then splash it a second time asking for the messiah to come. It was “On the
last and greatest day of the feast (of tabernacles), Jesus stood and said in a loud
voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.” (John 7:37)

Prophetically


This feast points to a time when we, His bride will be raptured and tabernacle with
Him forever. (Remember, there is a difference between the rapture and the second
coming of Christ.)

How do we know we’ll be raptured?

Besides the fact that He has always sheltered His remnant in times of distress, (Noah’s
family in the ark, the Israelites from the plagues, Lot from Sodom and Gomorrah) scripture
also confirms that “…God did not appoint us (His church) to suffer wrath (judgement)
but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9-11)
“Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the
hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the
earth.” (Revelation 3:10)
(See also Psalm 27:5, Isaiah 26: 20-21, Malachi 3:17-18)



After the Wrath (judgement) is passed, we will come BACK to earth with Him after
the tribulation and reign with Him for the 1000-year millennium.
(Isaiah 2:2-5, 2 Timothy 2:11-12, Revelation 20)



Then the Great White Throne Judgement will begin. Only those written in the book
of life will not be judged. (Revelation 20:11-15)



THEN, He will establish a NEW heaven and NEW earth and will tabernacle in the
midst of us for eternity. (Ezekiel 43:6-7, Zechariah 2:11, Revelation 21)

What does Tabernacles look like?








Everyone makes temporary structures or tents in their houses, on their balconies or
in the garden. The meals are eaten there and some people go away and camp for
that week.
He commands us to rejoice!
It is traditional to invite guests each night of the week-long feast, to share and enjoy
the tabernacles together – to extend hospitality, friendship, stories and gifts.
It is a time to celebrate the fruits of the harvest, giving thanks for all God has given
us.
We remember Messiah who is the living water.
This special time is designed by our creator to DELIBERATELY focus our eyes on our
future home and not on this transient life on earth.

What must I do?





The first day and the 8th day are Sabbaths. (No work.) (Leviticus 23:39)
Build a tent, or a shelter with any material you can find.
Try eat your main meals (especially the 1st and 8th day) outside with family and
friends. (Braai’s and picnics.)
Traditionally, deserts containing fruit are made symbolising the bountiful harvest.
(Pecan nut pie, fruit-salad, baked fruit desserts etc.)





Light the menorah each evening.
Blow the shofars.
Celebrate, and have a ball!

The feast is concluded on the 8th day.
This day is called Simchat Torah, the rejoicing in the Law.
Traditionally, on this day there is great rejoicing in the synagogues and the streets of
Jerusalem as men dance with the Torah scrolls held high. In this way they express their
love for Yahweh’s Word.
“On that day…the law will go out from Zion, (in the millennial reign of Christ) the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:2-3)
EIGHT is also the number of new beginnings. The 8th day symbolises the first day of
eternity in a new Kingdom.
“The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us.” (John1:14)

Useful Scriptures to read
Leviticus 23:33-43, Zechariah 14:16, John 7:37-39, Revelation 22:1-6,
Revelation 22:17

